October 2009

Teach Children About Stewardship

For many people, the word stewardship brings to mind church offer-

ings and financial obligations. But it really just means managing

someone el seds resources. As Christi
creation and the talents and gifts he has given us, including money.

From a young age, children can learn not only how to manage their
money well but also how to give generously. As you discuss deci-
sions about giving, saving, and spending, children will learn to be
caretakers of all our blessings from God.
Use these ideas to instill in children a
heart for stewardship.
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Set an example. When parents worship
the Lord in their giving, children can de-
velop a sense of generosity themselves.

The most important thing parents can do

is practice giving so children can see. Feelings about money are
contagious, so also model appropriate attitudes about paying bills,
shopping, and delayed gratification.

Give allowances. Give children a weekly allowance that can be
divided easily. Then make or use a three -compartment container to
help kids divide their money into the categories of saving, spending,
and giving.

Have a heart for people in need. Discuss tangible needs in your
community, church, and the world. Together, come up with ways
your family can chip in to offer assistance. Then help children see
the results of how giving their money, time, and talents impacts
others.
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ful stewards of all he has given
to them.

2. To help your children put their
trust in him, not in money or
material things.

3. To transform your family
members into cheerful and
generous givers.
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Parenting Insights

The late Christian financial expert
Larry Burkett emphasized the
i mportance of giwv
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fruitso to God. Herle

his insights about money man-
agement for children:

1. Why we give 08 Because God
is the provider
really giving f
give our money for our sakes,
to remind ourse
Godods stewards
thing is his.o

2. How much to give 0 Burkett
recommended the following
budgeting guidelines for chil-
dren: give 10%, save 50%,
and spend 40%.

3. Howwe give 0 Returning re-
sources to God should be a
celebration. Burkett sug-
gested making the act of giv-
ing seem | ike a
party. o
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AYou must each
your heart how much to
give. And dono6t ¢

tantly or in response to
pressure. OFor
person who gives cheer-
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3 : Deuteronomy 11:18-19, NLT

fully. 60
2 Corinthians 9:7

Church stances
giving 10% of
vary. But no matter our offer-
ing amount, God wants us to
give willingly and with a smile.
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Teachable Moments

1. AiChangeo theé Wori
Decorate a glass jar with a
ribbon and a permanent
marker, and then set the jar
in your kitchen. As a family,
choose a charity to help fi-

nancially. Each day, family

Many parents avoid discussions about money because the
fi ttopi¢ rhakes emdauncontfortable. But such conversations
0 s will imstilbirmehildren proper attitudes about finances and
stewardship.

1. Why do we need money? Explain whether money is a bad or

good thing.
. How do you decide what to buy or do with your own money?

. Why does God put us in charge of his creation? What does God
want us to do with our money and talents?

. Share what it feels like to give away some of your money. When
are you most cheerful about giving?

members can empty their
spare change into the jar.
When the jar is full, take
your children to convert the
change into a money order
made out to the charity.
Deliver it in person, if the
charity is local.

Sponsorachild 0 Asa
family, sponsor a child
through a Christian out-
reach group such as World
Vision or Compassion Inter-
national. Every month,
forgo one restaurant meal
or other outing to provide
for the physical, spiritual,
and educational needs of a
boy or girl. Encourage your
children to write letters and
send photos to the child.

Family Experience: Thankful Giving

Giving some money back to God is just the beginning. God

wear nice clothes, make favorite foods, and serve a fancy des-
sert. Ask each person to name one way to honor God this week
with their words or actions.

wants all of wus! Try these expHamds €nc e
On Bible.
1 Give Yourself to God 0 Read aloud Luke 21:1 -4, about the poor
wi dow who donated two small coins t
ourselves to God means trusting and obeying him with our whole
l'ives. 0 Then make some reminders to
each family member tape two pennies to an index card. Then rub
a crayon or pencil on the other side of the card, over the coins.
Remove the pennies and write AGIi ve
card. Then decorate it. Tape your cards to a mirror or a place
where youdl | see them every day. En
give themselves to God dalily.
1 Give God Your Best 0 Read
aloud 1 Corinthians 10: 31: iSo
whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.o Hajye each family
member share what he or she
thinks this verse means. Then
ask: fAHow can we give God glory
with our familyds income? with our
it mean to honor God with our whol e
God Your Besto dinner with your fam

Y o

C

- — O




